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BOTHWELL
PEEFACE
[TO FIRST EDITION]
THE scene of this Poem, which is in the form of a mono-
logue, is laid in the fortress of Malmoe, where Bothwell was
confined. I have endeavoured to make available for poetical
composition the most striking events in the history of -Mary.
Queen of Scots, down to the period when she parted from
Bothwell at Carberry Hill; and in doing so, I wish it to be
distinctly understood, that, except in minor and immaterial
matters, necessary for the construction of a Poem of this
length, I have not deviated from what I consider to be the
historical truth. I have founded my idea of the character .
of Bothwell on the description of him given by Throckmorton
and Henries: the one representing him to be ' glorious,
boastful, rash, and hazardous'. and the other as l a man
high in his own conceit, proud, vicious, and vainglorious
above measure'. The reader will find, in the Notes appended1,
some information regarding the more obscure and contested
points of the history of this remarkable period.
EDINBURGH, 10th July, 1856.
PREFACE TO THIRD EDITION
IN sending a Third and Revised Edition of this Poem from
the press, the Author is desirous of expressing his grateful
acknowledgment to the public for the favour shown to his
work, notwithstanding the many blemishes which were
apparent in the first edition. Some of these blemishes were
no doubt attributable to over-hasty composition; while others
arose from the difficulty of constructing a poem of this length
in the form of a Monologue, and also from a desire (perhaps
too scrupulously adhered to) of deviating in no respect from
what the Author firmly believes to be the historical truth.
In point of form the poem has undergone no alteration ; but
much care has been bestowed upon the correction of isolated
passages; some superfluous matter has been excised ; and
other amendments made, in the hope of giving more strength
and vivacity to the expression, and more interest to the
narrative. In particular, the concluding canto has under-
gone strict revision, as, in its original form, it bore marks
[* Omitted in this edition.]